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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1.1 The Development Consent Order (DCO) application for the A47 Wansford to 
Sutton Scheme was submitted on 05 July 2021 and accepted for 
examination on 02 August 2021. 

1.1.2 The purpose of this document is to set out National Highways’ (the 
Applicant) comments on Deadline 8 submissions.  
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 Response Applicant’s Response 
 
Carbon budgets 
 
The Climate Change Act requires the UK government to set legally-
binding ‘carbon budgets’ which act as stepping stones towards the 
2050 target. A carbon budget is a cap on the amount of greenhouse 
gases emitted in the UK over a five-year period. Budgets must be 
set at least 12 years in advance to allow policy-makers, businesses 
and individuals enough time to prepare. The CCC advises on the 
appropriate level of each carbon budget. Once accepted by 
Government, the respective budgets are legislated by Parliament. 
The budgets describe the cost-effective pathway to achieving the 
UK’s long-term climate change objectives. They also take into 
account a range of other factors including scientific knowledge, 
technology, economic and social circumstances, amongst others. 
 
The first five carbon budgets have been put into law and run up to 
2032. The UK is currently in the third carbon budget period (2018 to 
2022). The Committee has published its advice on the Sixth Carbon 
Budget and Government legislated for this in June 2021. The first 
five carbon budgets have been put into law and run up to 2032. The 
UK is currently in the third carbon budget period (2018 to 2022). The 
Committee has published its advice on the Sixth Carbon Budget and 
Government legislated for this in June 2021. 
 

Budget 
Carbon budget 
level 

Reduction 
below 1990 
levels Met? 

1st carbon budget 
(2008 to 2012) 3,018 MtCO2e 25% Yes 

2nd carbon budget 
(2013 to 2017) 2,782 MtCO2e 31% Yes 
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 Response Applicant’s Response 

3rd carbon budget 
(2018 to 2022) 2,544 MtCO2e 37% by 2020 On track 

4th carbon budget 
(2023 to 2027) 1,950 MtCO2e 51% by 2025 Off track 

5th carbon budget 
(2028 to 2032) 1,725 MtCO2e 57% by 2030 Off track 

6th carbon budget 
(2033 to 2037) 965 MtCO2e 78% by 2035 Off track 

Net Zero Target 
At least 100% 
by 2050 

 

 
  












